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INTERIM PERIOD BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 
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1974 AND THE COMPLETION OF NEGOTIA- 
TIONS 

REF: EC BRUSSELS 7128 

1. REFTEL INDICATED THAT INTERIM TRADE ARRANGEMENTS 
TO COVER TRADE BETWEEN THE NEW MEMBER STATES AND 
SEVERAL MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES AFTER JANUARY 1 
COULD NOT BE COMPLETED BY THAT DATE. COMMISSION 
PROPOSAL PREPARED THIS WEEK ARE AIMED AT FILLING WHAT 
OTHERWISE WOULD BE A LEGAL VOID AFTER JANUARY 1. 

2. THE COMMISSION PROPOSALS, WHICH WILL BE DISCUSSED 
BY THE COUNCIL ON DECEMBER 18, CALL FOR THE UK, 

DENMARK AND IRELAND TO APPLY THE PROVISIONS OF THE 
EC AGREEMENTS WITH ISREAL, SPAIN, MOROCCO, TUNISIA 
AND MALTA FROM JANUARY 1. IN ADDITION, AND FOR A 

SIX MONTH PERIOD, THE THREE NEW MEMBER STATES WOULD 
BE ALLOWED TO GRANT ADDITIONAL UNILATERAL CONCESSIONS 
ON A LIMITED NUMBER OF PRODUCTS NOT COVERED BY THE 
PRESENT EC AGREEMENTS. 

3. ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NOT SEEN A COPY OF THE PROPOSED 
LIST OF SPECIAL CONCESSIONS OUR SOURCES TELL US THAT 
IT INCLUDES CONSESSIONS ON FRUIT AND TOMATO JUICES, 

POTATOES, CANNED TOMATOES, CANNED SARDINES, CUT FLOWER 
AND PLYWOOD. THESE ADDITIONAL CONCESSIONS - GRANTED 
ONLY BY THE NEW MEMBER STATES - WOULD CORRESPOND 

TO THE LEVEL OF CONCESSION ON THESE PRODUCTS INCLUDED 
IN THE PRESENT NEGOTIATING MANDATE WITH THE MEDITERRANEAN 
COUNTRIES WHICH WAS APPROVED IN JUNE 1973. (EC 
BRUSSELS A-385 NOTAL CONTAINS A COMPLETE LISTING OF 
COMMUNITY AGRICULTURAL CONCESSIONS FROM THAT MANDATE.) 

4. THE COMMISSION PROPOSALS ARE SILENT ON THE SPECIAL 
PROBLEM OF ALGERIAN WHOSE SPECIAL TRADING ARRANGEMENTS 
WITH THE EC ARE NOT GOVERNED BY A SINGLE COMMUNITY- 
WIDE AGREEMENT. A PERM REP SOURCE HAS INTIMATED THAT 
THE QUESTION OF EXTENDING UNILATERAL CONCESSIONS TO 
ALGERIA AS DESCRIBED ABOVE WILL NEVERTHELESS PROBABLY 
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BE DISCUSSED DURING THE COUNCIL SESSION ON DECEMBER 18. 

5. COMMENT: A DETAILED ASSSEMENT OF THE UNILATERAL 
CONSESSIONS THE UK, DENMARK AND IRELAND WOULD GRANT TO 
THE MEDITERRANEAN COUNTIRES FOR A SIX-MONTH PERIOD 
MUST AWAIT ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. OUR UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE BASIC APPROACH, HOWEVER, IS AS FOLLOWS. THE 
PURPOSE OF THE UNILATERAL CONCESSIONS WOULD BE TO ASSURE 
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THAT, PENDING NEGOTIATIONS OF DEFINITIVE AGREEMENTS, THE 
PRODUCTS IN QUESTION WOULD CONTINUE TO ENTER THE MARKETS 
OF THE THREE NEW MEMBER COUNTRIES AT TARIFF RATES AS NEAR 
POSSIBLE AS THOSE NOW PREVAILING. THUS, AS WE UNDERSTAND 
IT, THE UK TARIFFS NOW BEING APPLIED TO THE IMPORTS IN 
QUESTION WOULD NOT BE REDUCED IN ABSOLUTE TERMS. RATHER, 

THEY WOULD REMAIN WHERE THEY ARE (OR GO UP BY LESS THAN 
WOULD OTHERWISE BE REQUIRED) AS A RESULT OF BRITIAN’S 
ALIGNING ITS TARIFFS ON THIRD-COUNTRY IMPORTS TO THE 
COMMON EXTERNAL TARIFF OF THE COMMUNITY ON JANUARY 1. NATURALLY, 
THIS APPROACH DEPENDS ON EC COUNCIL AGREEMENT. WHAT- 
EVER IS DECIDED, THE NINE WILL OBVIOUSLY TREAT 
THIS MATTER AS SOMETHING OF SPECIAL POLITICAL 
SENSITIVITY IN LIGHT OF THE MIDDLE EAST SITUATION 
(SEE REFTEL).GREENWALD 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TRADE, MEETINGS, FOREIGN COMMITMENTS, FOODS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 14 DEC 1973 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: hilburpw 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973ECBRU07302 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: EC BRUSSELS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1 9731 225/aaaaasfp. tel 

Line Count: 130 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: EC BRUSSELS 7128 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: hilburpw 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 31 AUG 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <31 -Aug-2001 by rowellE0>; APPROVED <15-0ct-2001 by hilburpw> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EC MEDITERRANEAN POLICY: THE EC COMMISSION APPROVES PROPOSAL FOR THE 
TAGS: ETRD, SP, IS, TS, MO, AG, EEC 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




